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Scandal is a possibility in any church. The reaction of a church to a case of scandal is a real test of its spiritual maturity. The church in Corinth had been found wanting when a scandal was found in their fellowship. Scholars are not agreed on the exact nature of the incident that is behind this passage. Some feel confident that the incident involved someone who had openly began to oppose the leadership of Paul, and to cause a disruption in the fellowship of the church. They believe that the problem was a fresh one in the mind of the church and the Apostle.

The traditional understanding of this passage relates it to the scandal addressed ill the first letter Paul wrote to this church. Paul called on the church to deal with a case of open incest in the life of the church. A prominent member of the church had began to live openly with his father's wife. It was the kind of immoral situation that even the pagan community of Corinth would condemn. The church was very slow in doing anything about it. It was only when Paul challenged them that they dealth with the man in firm discipline, excluding him from the fellowship of the church.

Whichever may be the case involved, the truth taught here is still the same. We are given a beautiful lesson in how love reacts to open sin in the life of a Christian brother. The things set forth in this passage will challenge our modern versions of love. Before us, we have two reactions. First, we see the reaction to the sinful brother, and then we see the reaction of love when the sinful brother repents.

I. LOVE'S REACTION TO SIN IN A BROTHER
When love encounters open, shameful behavior in the life of a Christian brother, it will not be passive. It will have a very positive reaction.

Love will grieve over the sin in the brother's life. Paul had encountered a shortcoming in the life of the Corinthian church. We can learn something from his reaction to that shortcoming. It became for him a source of great grief. He reminds them of this when he tells them the spirit that was behind the first letter that he sent to them. "For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you." that Paul knew to be wrong in the church  brought a burden to his heart and tears to his eyes.

In contrast to Paul's grief the church had adopted a rather indifferent, tolerant attitude. It was ready to be broadminded concerning the sinful the sinful brother.  What is your reaction when you encounter a glaring wrong in the life of a brother? How long has it been since you wept over the shame of a brother's behavior? I fear that this is not cur regular reaction. We speak too lightly, and criticize too freely to be too grieved. When your heart is broken over a matter, you are reluctant to discuss it with others. Love will grieve over such matters.

Love will confront the brother helpfully. This was what Paul called on the church to do, and they did it. In order that the man might realize the seriousness of this transgression, Paul wanted him excluded from the fellowship of the church. As you read Paul's instruction to the church, it is obvious that this was considered by him to be a redemptive action. He wanted the spirit of the man to be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

This is what the modern Christian has been reluctant to do. We are reluctant to do it on the individual basis, and on the congregational basis. When we see a glaring failure in the life of a brother, we find it easy to discuss his problem with others when he is not present. We find it easy to tell others what we believe this mutual friend ought to do. But we cannot find it in our hearts to look him in the eye, and share with him our concern about his behavior and offer to him our assistance in overcoming his problem. We often excuse our reluctance under the name of "love." This is not really love. Love that really cares will firmly and helpfully confront a brother at the point of his need.

The church at Corinth took the counsel of Paul seriously. A majority of the church decided to exclude the brother from the church for the sake of the brother, as well as the congregation. From the reference to the Many" or the "majority," it would seem that the action of the church was not unanimous. The interesting thing is that the action of the church was successful. It brought the erring brother to the awareness of his need and brought him to deep repentance for his sin. The words of the church was a confirmation of what his heart had been telling him all the time. The Holy Spirit had been bearing witness against him for a long time. Now the voice of the church was added to that of his conscience and the Spirit, and it was too much. He broke under the weight of the accusation.

This is an interesting thing. Whenever a true Christian Is confronted, God uses it in his life. Do you remember how David responded when he was confronted by Nathan? Do you remember how Peter responded when confronted by our Lord? In both instances, these great servants of God broke.  Their hearts were humbled, and they repented.

The most unloving thing we can do is to leave a man alone.  If we just turn our back on him and ignore him, we are robbing him of a ministry of love. Love will grieve and weep, but it will also react in a firm ministry of discipline.   How much do we love each other?

II.  LOVE'S REACTION TO REPENTANCE IN A BROTHER
The Corinthian church was just slow in its reaction.  Without doubt, it was because they were short on love.  They were slow to be grieved and to react when they encountered the scandal in the fellowship; but, then they were slow to react when the sinning brother repented.  Evidently they were unsure about what reaction they were to have under these changed circumstances.  This word of instruction from the Apostle makes the reaction of love to repentance clear.

Love will extend full forgiveness. When a man realizes the seriousness of his sin and begins to repent of that sin, he is very vulnerable. Paul realized this danger. "Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him." The man is in danger of being completely crushed by such an experience. He is in danger of giving up hope of ever being restored to fellowship and usefulness.

The forgiveness of fellow Christians is critical. One way we can be reassured about God’s forgiveness of our wrong is by knowing that we have been forgiven by those Christians who know us. Their acceptance of us, their dismissal of our wrong, their commitment to us, reassures us about God's. If we withhold our acceptance of them, our forgiveness of them, they may be driven to the conclusion that God is reacting in the same way. They need to hear it from us, "I forgive you,"

We need to go the second step and offer comfort, This word suggests that love will extend encouragement to the repentant brother. This may take many forms. Jesus encouraged Peter when he repented by restoring him to his place of service and renewing his commission. We need to thoughtfully give encouragement to the repentant brother.

This encouragement is important because the brother will be vulnerable at two points. There will probably be temptations to return to the shameful behavior again. Even though you have sincerely repented of the sin and determined that you are through with it, as every sinner knows, the temptation has a way of coming back. The repentant sinner is also vulnerable at the point of the renewal of the sense of guilt over the failures of the past, There will just be days when the enemy will bombard him with accusations. A brother who is standing by affirming God's love and his love will just make the difference in such a time.

Have you not discovered that it is easier to feel loved by God when we are being loved by others? God expresses his love and makes others aware of it through us. Love's reaction to a brother who has repented of his sin is so important.

If we are not careful, we will never allow a person who has fallen to forget. He will always be in the church as that person who failed. We will not trust him again. This is a sign of a failure to love. Love will restore, forgive and encourage the repentant brother.

CONCLUSION 
If First Baptist Church is to achieve the greatness God wants for us, we must be a people of love. We must be filled with God's kind of love. This is the kind of love Paul was encouraging in the Corinthian church. This is exactly the way God’s love will react to our wrong. He will firmly take steps to deliver those that he loves from their wrong. His goal will always be redemptive. Then, when we become repentant, he will forgive and restore. Surely, we want that kind of !ova among us. it will mean death to the petty littleness that is constantly Judging others, the bitterness and resentment that is often found, and the rejection. May God make us such a people of Jove.

